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Resolution Calling on the Central Pacific Conference of the United Church of Christ to
Divest from Private Prisons and to recommend adoption of this Resolution Calling for
Divestment From Private Prisons by the Thirty-First General Synod.
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The name of the submitting bodies are the Central Pacific Conference Justice and Witness
Ministry Team and First Congregational United Church of Christ in Portland, Oregon.
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WHEREAS in 2003 the Twenty-fourth General Synod of the United Church of Christ committed
itself to be an Anti-Racist Church;1 and
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WHEREAS past General Synods have called upon the church to engage in prophetic speech and
action directed at eliminating systemic racism in all its guises (GS 30 [2015]2), by acting to
disrupt and dismantle the growing prison industrial complex in the United States (GS 30 [2015]3)
and oppose the rapid construction of new prisons (GS 11 [1977]4, GS 27 [1997]5); and
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WHEREAS, the number of people in our jails and prisons has expanded to 2.3 million in 2015,
nearly half of which are people convicted of non-violent crimes, and immense racial disparities
are a hallmark of our criminal justice system;6 and
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WHEREAS, Privately-operated federal facilities have grown 600 percent faster than state-level
contract facilities since 2010, and now represent the single most quickly-growing corrections
sector;7 and
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WHEREAS, the Detention Bed Quota requires Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to
detain at least 34,000 people in immigration detention at any given time and immigration
detention is the fastest-growing component of the U.S. system of mass incarceration, costing
taxpayers $2.2 billion per year;8 and
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WHEREAS, there is a growing national concern that quota-driven detention capacity must not
determine immigration enforcement and deportation policy, including H.R.2808 - Protecting
Taxpayers and Communities from Local Detention Quotas Act, introduced on 06/17/2015;9 and
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WHEREAS, private prison corporations Corrections Corporation of America and GEO Group
lobbied extensively for the Detention Bed Quota,10 against humane immigration reform in 2012
and 2013,11 for harsh sentencing and mandatory minimums in the criminal justice system12 and
have spent approximately $45 million in the last decade to influence state and federal
policymakers;13 and
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WHEREAS, the Federal Bureau of Prisons plans to phase out their contracts with private prison
facilities over the next 5 years,14 representing approximately 10% of revenue for both GEO
Group and CCA, but Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), the US Marshall Service, as
well as a vast patchwork of state, and local governments continue to contract with private prison
corporations; and
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WHEREAS, private prison corporations now operate two thirds of ICE detention centers, and
CCA and GEO alone operate nine out of ten of the largest detention centers.15
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WHEREAS, private prisons are supported by their “million shares club” investors, those entities
which own over 1 million shares in CCA and GEO Group, through investments, extensions of
credit, and sharing lobbyists to promote a shared agenda;16 and
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WHEREAS, Wells Fargo is a major lender to and investor in private prisons, as of the second
quarter of 2015 owning nearly 1.5 million shares in CCA and GEO Group; 17 and
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WHEREAS, CCA and GEO Group took advantage of a legal loophole to receive Real Estate
Investment Trust (REIT) tax status in 2013, and in 2015, avoided paying $113 million in federal
taxes due to their REIT status;18 and
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WHEREAS, Congress has the power to revoke Private Prisons' REIT Status; and
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WHEREAS the United Church of Christ is recognized as a founding member of the Interfaith
Center on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR) and maintains a leading presence through The
Pension Boards–United Church of Christ, Inc. (PBUCC), an Affiliated Ministry of the United
Church of Christ, and United Church Funds (UCF), an Associated Ministry of the United Church
of Christ;19

51
52
53
54
55
56

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Central Pacific Conference of the United Church of
Christ encourages its church members, congregations, and conference Finance Management
Working Group to prohibit any and all persons acting on their behalf from entering into any
financial relationships with private prison companies and their million shares club investors, and
to divest of any existing holdings in the Corrections Corporation of America and the GEO
Group, as well as those institutions owning over 1 million shares in these companies; and
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on adoption of this resolution the Conference Minister
is to forward it, along with a letter explaining who the Central Pacific Conference is and the
adoption process, to all elected state and local legislators, and issue a press release to all media in
the Conference area with the same explanation and text of the resolution; and
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THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Central Pacific Conference of the
United Church of Christ endorses this RESOLUTION CALLING FOR DIVESTMENT FROM
PRIVATE PRISONS and recommends the adoption of the following resolution by the ThirtyFirst General Synod:
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Thirty-First General Synod:
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CALLS upon the churches and church members to prohibit any and all persons acting on their
behalf from entering into any financial relationships with private prison companies and their
million shares club investors; and
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CALLS upon members of the Congressional Joint Committee on Taxation and the Senate
Finance Committee to revoke private prison corporations’ Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT)
status; and
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CALLS upon the United Church of Christ Board, the Pension Boards – United Church of Christ,
Inc., United Church Funds, conferences, local churches, members, and other related United
Church of Christ entities to divest all of its holdings in the Corrections Corporation of America
and the GEO Group, as well as those institutions owning over 1 million shares in these
companies; and
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CALLS upon the United Church of Christ member organizations to lead the Interfaith Center on
Corporate Responsibility in establishing a portfolio screen to prevent any future investments in
the private prison industry, including GEO Group and Corrections Corporation of America and
their major investors, and that a letter be sent to Wells Fargo, requesting their immediate
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divestment from private prison corporations GEO Group and Corrections Corporation of
America; and, if this request is not satisfied within six months, that existing Wells Fargo
holdings be redirected as soon as is feasible; and

84
85
86
87

CALLS upon the United Church of Christ Board to monitor the implementation of this resolution
by all United Church of Christ national entities and to urge that those who manage the United
Church of Christ Board’s own invested funds and who provide United Church of Christ Board
employee health and pension benefits be in compliance with this resolution; and
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ASKS the General Minister and President to provide an annual report to the whole church on the
implementation of this resolution.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT: Funding for the implementation of this resolution will be made in
accordance with the overall mandates of the affected agencies and the funds available.

